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LETTER XLVI. 


n 


LORD- VINCENT. 
10 


SIR FRANCIS NEVILLE. 


1 ALWAYS envied you, my dear 


friend, when I heard you talk of your 
approaching marriage, for you ſeemed 
in Elyſium when poſſeſſed by that idea. 
But tho' I envied you, I was among 
thoſe who © wondered how!” nor had 

Vol. II. B I 


LOA no 
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TI a notion * a man in love, oP a 
man not in love, were two diſtinct or- 
ders of being, and had neither ideas 


nor language in common. 5 
Nov is your time, however, for if 
I am not in love, faith I am fo near it 
that the diſlinction is without a dif- 
ference.— I can fing, «© When Delia 
on the plain appears” and tell me 
my heart” as well as the beſt of you; 
—and if anſwering 1 in the affirmative 
to all the pretty queries in the ſong, 
-intitles a man to his freedom, in the pa- 
radoxical fraternity of acknowledged 
and bogſted faves, I may be admitted 
among you. Tis becauſe I have 
ſeen my fair but twice, and have not 
forgotten the time when I boaſted of 


* 


_— 


4 oP * 8 


ERRORS. or SENSIB BILITY, 3 


bile rational fellow, As that 1 * not 
confeſs ane; to be bf entered. 3 | 


0 * #4 % © wk * 
rea Gens 


Yeſterday 0 dined with. us _* | 
of our neighbours who ever . have 


that honor, in compliment wo m 


6 


viſit to Hereford-Park ; and in addi- 
tion to thoſe 1 had been accuſtomed 


to ſee, appeared, a. Goddeſs, 1 be- ; 


lieve. Have Fever heard of Minerva 


attired by the Graces p I ſuppoſe I_ 
muſt, for it was certainly ber.— Some · 5 
ching bordering on ſeriouſneſs, tho! 
not amounting to gravity, was my 
proof i it could not be Venus.— As 10 

the adorners of her perſon, 3 there could 


be no miſtake; —ſhe reminded me of 


the beautiful lines which deſcribe ö 
Tphigents, as ſhe was Jed. to the fa- 


BD 8 crifice, 


75 zens or eerst rrrv 


Aeg lat in 1661 Wile he ur 
ginal, who fatto the tranſlator of 
Eſchylus, whole words I wilt borrow, 
becauſe 1 do not immediately advert 
to the Greek, which perhaps might 
not deſeribe Miſs HF. Williams" ſo 


| CF 
* 7-1 a 
K oy 2 4 TY + — = "a % * C 


well. 1 
| E 


1911 FF 10 ; . 4 1 * 5 i Cy} 2 ? 5 * 
5 a0 : & f 1 
6 " a * 4 


3 2 ennobled modeſt grace, . 
Wich the mimic pencil tries 
In che image d farts to l dre 


- This breathing picture news. vid ii 


* 


, breathing picture, this ds 
L 4d image, animated by Promethean 
fire, and having imbibed all its light, 
without, alas, its heat, was I fated to 
ſee !—and ſurely to ſee muſt be to 
love! * * have, however, but à diſmal 


a J b 4 


5 ſtory to add, for whether ſhe Was of | 


55 opinion, and conſidered 


1 


Cknons or SENS! BILITY: 9 


only deſined to a chord ſacred ind 
of worſhip than her ſex generally look 
for, or how it happened I know not, 
but to own the truth ſhe was evidently 
not affected beyond a polite, and 
even ſomewhat cold acknowledgement 
by my atientions; which muſt have 
been too marked to be overlook'd, 
for my mother, and (as I could not 
help then thinking them) the young 
parrots my ſiſters, read me a lecture, as 
long as I would hear it, on the impro- 
priety of attaching myſelf to a young 
woman (a pretty appellation for _ 

Goddeſ whom, tho they beltov 4 
their protection on, they did not con- 
ſider as entitled to be the only object 

of attention, eſpecially when che Duke 
of Dartford's daughter had accom- 
2290 "By © 1 
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te Dechchs; ohen catcher io 
far, to ppt: Nm indeed * 
reſpect. 4 #7 


I Xfound I ought to have been ena- 
moured of Lady Eudocia. — But 
gently, my Lady mother and ſiſters, 
I am not quite ſchooled enough to 
your wiſhes not to diſtinguiſh between 
Miſs Williams, and a tall, pale, pert 
woman of quality, who having a 
hundred thouſand pounds leſt by her 
maternal grandfather, thinks ſhe 
ſhall confer. an infinite favor on 
whomſoeverſhe honors with her hand 
and heart, for they ſhall go together 
ſhe judged: fit to affure us; and 1 


thought a young Enſign of our party 


AN to — a little gay on the 
Peng EY occa- 
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occaſion. TI hope he will carry her off, 
if only to hear the lamentations of our 
family, and to be told what I might 
have done if I had valued either for- 
tune or connection enough to beſtow a 
little pains in obtaining them. On 
neither fortune nor connection will 2 
beſtow a thought, and 


N But that I love the gentle Deſdemona 5 
Do I then love her? —I am not quite 
ſure; but will walk over to Mitford, 
and enquire after her health, and then 
reſolve the queſtion when I return. | 

Adieu; your 75 8 7 


VINCEN 5 


435 * x $64 


LErrER 
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LETTER XLII. 


MISS BAYNTON, 


4 


TO 


sR FRANCIS NEVILLE. | 


; Ir is impoſſible, my dear Sir 
Francis, but that I muſt feel delighted 
at your thinking of me, and at finding 
that the ſeparation (J have no ſcruple 
to own, I myſelf regret) is not alto- 
gether eaſy to you. But could you a 
moment heſitate as to continuing with 

General 
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General Neville; you would render 
me moſt unhappy, for you muſt have 
changed your character, and in you 
every alteration would be the loſs of 
ſome virtue. I ſcarce think I deſerve 
your kindneſs.—I bluſh at what I am 
about to add, but tho” I acquaint you 
with a folly more, and know how far I 
ever was from meriting your heart, I 
cannot refrain from telling you how 
abſurd I have been. —Befides, it will, 
perhaps, be ſome excuſe for my 

ſtrange conduct, to ſay * had, * 
ſcarce know how, (and Lady Caroline 

who had the ſame idea wonders at 
herſelf,) form'd a notion that Lady 
Suſan Wentworth was not indifferent 

- to you. My friend here has often 

diſſuaded me from confeſſing this, 
e * 


1d BRRORS or SENSIBILITY« 


leſt you ſhould think worſe of me.— 
| You muſt, however, know me as Iam, 
Bred up by a parent who had no other 
care but for me, and to whom my 
+ whims, bore, from her fondneſs the 
ſtamp of reaſon, I have been accuſ- 
tomed to yield to my imagination in 
a thouſand inſtances, and am apt to 
look for a degree of devotion in the 
minds of thoſe I call my friends, no 
one is warranted to expect; - from 
this fault it has perhaps ariſen, that 
thoſe who beſt flattered have been, 
ſometimes moſt dear to me.— That 
my heart knows how to diſtinguiſh 
may yet be perceived, in that it is to 
von I look up as my future guide; 
and in that the friend hea my dere 
reh ame Williams. 27775 


* 
As. 
* . 8 


Lady | 


I 
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Lady Caroline, indeed, Fam much 
attached to and obliged by; ſhe 
takes an intereſt in all my wiſhes,— 
ſcarce ſees or ſcarce confeſſes that I 
have faults.— Vet I feel that I have 
many, and ſome even to her. I am 
conſcious I love her leſs than for- 
merly; and to encreaſe the unwor- 
chineſs of this change, I perceive it at 
a time when her mind ſeems oppreſſed 
with grief. Something ſeems to preſs 
upon her heart, which ihe wants con- | 
fidence to tell me —Some requeſt, I 
think.—If I am ſo unfortunate as to 
find my mind warped a little from 
that earneſt friendſhip I profeſſed and 
felt,—and yer ſee no change in her 
but one that both ought and does 
render her more intereſting her me- 
| lancholy, 
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lancholy,—my. conduct at leaſt ſhall 
sive her no pain; nor ſhall my at- 
tachment exceed that, Iwill evidence 
if ſhe: puts me to the proof. Oh, 

how do 1-wiſh for an occaſion to ſhew 
myſelf warmly her friend; — the means 
of doing this, however, are not likely 
to occur.— At leaſt I will haſten to 
her, and not beſtow all my time on 
one, whom in ceaſing to addreſs; I 
yet doubt I "ſhall not ceaſe to think 


N . : ; 
4 a : " # * 


Your's ever, 


MARIA BAYNTON. 
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INCk, my dear William, the pre. 
poſſeſſed heart of Maria admits us 
not to encourage a hope of ſucceſs 
in your o] i n character, — and Hnce 
actual violence always involves 4 
riſque; 1 have been reflecting on the 
pollibility of enſnaring her by an ar- 
tifice 


Ape 
G 
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tifice, that would, perhaps, influenee 
few women, but which yet, I think, 
ur. re 3 over os 


3 a 12 * 


8 ; 9 
8 th ts * 2 - "9 K 


FG 5 i my rakes was the 
hint on which my mind has wrought. 
You will fee in what way I have im- 
proved upon the outlines by the letter I 
incloſe.—I think any other ſcheme, as 
promiſing, would have pleaſed me 
bettet. and there is a ſomething of 
reality, mixed with the fict ion I have 
dreſſed, that has a little ſhocked/ me. 
Vet why ſhould 1, who never loved 
my brother in his life, nor mourned AY 
over his death, not avail myſelf 
unheſitatingly of that con currence of | 1 
events which preſents me with a ready 2 
clue to direct me to the heart of one 

| on 


— 
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K. 


on whom the feeling of the moment 
always acts with unreſiſting force; and 
from whoſe very reluctance to comply 
1 derive my Gol n of 1 : 

1 16 ſacrifice, ls 1 . no v Cory 
over herſelf, and therefore . would 
have no merit to her enthuſiaſtic 
mind; but the imploring her to quit 
England, at the moment ſhe is moſt 
anxious to ſtay, is an attempt ſuited 
to that heroiſm - of attachment ſhe 
will think it incumbent on ber to e 


Nor is my - Ha of F 
leſſened, by perceiving, as I do, 
that her partiality for me decreaſes.— 
I there ſhall pique her on the very 
point of Ranor, where ſhe is moſt aſ- 

failable; 


 fiilable;—and a few hints that my 
melancholy e ſorrows, and con» 
ſequent want of power to pleaſe, have 

robbed me of her dan, will bring 

her into ſuch a ſtate of ſelf accu- 
lation, as I truſt muſt haſten her (like 
frightened people who plunge into 

the bath at which they ſhiver) to ruſh- 

into the evil ſhe dreads to think of; 

for to her the greateſt of evils will be 
quitting the country where Sir Francis 
Neville is.— But let him thank Him- 
Fel for playing the nurſe, when he 
ſhould have been converting the lover 

into the huſbanc. 


+ 


P A 


How we are to manage her when 
we have gained our firſt point I know 
not; but the ſpirit of enterprize and 
* | the 


\ 
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the diſpoſition to reflection go not 
together; —ſo we will keep to the 
former and let the latter come when 
it will come,” —for which, grey- 


beards ſay, there is 4 time. I had: 
truſted to your own ſkill to indite 


the epiſtle I ſend you to copy, but 
that I underſtand our pretty puppet 
ſo much better than you can, there- 


fore know beſt what will work. on her 


little ſaſceptible heart. 


ids. withdraw not your” af- 
fection from her who is building up 


your fortune, and making you every 
* che debtor of 
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could leave the beloved of his 
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Ob, my deareſt creature, little did 


we think how deceit engenders 7 a ſuc- 


ceſſion of evils, and how many ſorrows 


"If -F\Y 


watched to ſugceed that moment of 


tranſport i in which I called you mine! 


— Your brother” (Before unhappily 
rejudiced | againſt” me, from the 
folic between our families) ſaw, 


yith a diſdain that fer at defiance alt 


— 


ex poſtulation, that love, which had. 


ariſen, and (till the fatal moment 


1 when be interce pred my letter) had 


been concealed i in ſhades we thought 
| impenetrable. - He ſought me on the 
4 inſtant, nor did the knowledge, if in- 


1 3 deed it . him, that” you was s 


„ 


1 , 0 as, he fell Naa my f 10 
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Auch more willingly would x 
myſelf have periſhed 3—nay, but that 
my life is dear to you, it is no way 
worth preſerving. Vour parents, 
who, though they knew not the cauſe, 
knew the effect of our meeting, pur- 
ſue me with rancorous hate. — In 
baniſhment, — in poverty, — in anguiſh 
for the deed I perpetrated, how ſhall 
T aſk your preſence with a wretch 
who can beſtow-no comfort upon you, 
ho is almoſt too wretched to 
receive any. 585 | 


? 3» 


I diſpatch this by my kind and 
bene volent friend, Mr. Dormer, who 
has watched me in ficknels and in 
ſorrow, and who now undertakes to 


| Pa 7 


— | 


* 
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AE ND 


viſit England, | in hopes you may 'be 
e on to repair to me. »y 


Oh, would that friend, 71 1 
you write ſo warmly, that I think ſhe 
flefſes full half the heart which 

uſed to be wholly mine, accompany 

you, that would evidence a noble and 

true friendſhip. Vour family might 
be led to think your journey under- 
taken in compliance to ber, while in 

fact ſhe had condeſcended to be the 

ſoother of your. cares; thus would 

you make me bleſſed, and ſtill retain 
the protection of your father's houſe, + 
when neceſſity or choice compelled 

you to ſeck 1 it. 


5 4256-5 
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1 vill afford 70. — ob, I could write 


* 


„ iss 


4 3 = 


t you tell loves, and is 
about to be united to the worthy 
object of her affections— Make an 
effort, however, — he = loves muſt 

pity lovers I Tou wi 
Suarded by my friend, aid her 1 return 
may be as ſpeedy as 
appearance of being 1d by Her in- 
clination to France, is all we require; 
except, indeed, that conſolation her 
preſence, on this anxious journey, 


forever, to interrupt the wretched te- 

diouſneſs of abſence, and ſuſpend the 
pangs of remorſe;—but while 1- hold 
my pen, my honoured, my excellent 
friend is detained, and the bleffing I 


— 


ſeek protracteu. 3 
0 Receive, 
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Receive, reſpect him, deareſt Ca- 
roline, as one who has been my only 
comforter and ſapport,—as one who 
quits his on happy family, where 
he is beloved, —almoſt adored,—to 
ſooth the hours of miſery ;—who calls 
loſophy, to harmonize my mind,. 
and almoſt charms me in the mo- 
and tranquil · 


ment of his e 
1zing converſe, into forgetting that I 

am a murderer!—the murderer of the 
-man I aught to have called brother. | 
—Wretch that J am, is not every 
man my brother? — Had the law of 
love been written in my heart, no one 
could have forced me to wield a 
weapon of offence, therefore, no one 
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driven to deſperation. 
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=. 
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Oh, come to me- aid my kind 
friend! — induce your fair compa- 
nion to aid you both to charm me to 
peace; for in the ſolitude in which 


my benevolent meſſenger leaves me, 
I may (ſhould it endure long) be 


13 i 4 1 . 


Pour moſt wretched huſband 1 
And lover, Te 


p - 2 
| : ? , # ; * 1 
— 955 # ; 5 . . | f 
Fl a | | | | | | 
* N. 
i ” 
« . : 
£ 1 N h 
* 
# 
56 7 ' 
o * q " | | 
Fo x i F 
* 
* * 4 2 x 4 8 * 
E 5 
| i ; L TTER 
* 7 ; : 
- K 7 : 
# . | 
F F 
% 
7 
- 
: 
wr oh 7 * 
> 1 
Fl 5 ä | 
* 
1 
＋ ” 
N - 


— 


f : ; 


> 


ERRORS:OF. SENSIBILITY. . 2 


MISS H. WILLIAMS, 


* 


* 6 4 


MISS WILLIAMS. Ws 


. Il FEAR, my dear Julia, 1 iQ ! N 

| write no pleaſant letter, for I am 

| aſhamed to ſay, my mind is diſturbed, 

and my plan of conduct diſconcerted, 

by what, it ſeems as if I ought. to be 5 

able to prevent. Why, my beloved, F 
we ͤ;œ 
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rent” s duties, without a pa- 
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— 


Lord (ROM the eldeſt ſon of the 
quis of Hereford, is now at the 
Park, and when I firſt ſaw. him, 
gled me out by attentions painful 
to receive, yet difficult to diſcoun- 
tenance. A ſteady politenefs, how- 
ever, and a little more than my uſ i 
gravity, have in part ſucceeded, an 
withdrawn from myſelf the addreſſes 
of chis young nobleman, who in fa 
es all thoſe | 
Which a fine 


4 


7 


1 


1 as wit, =Tomie ſatire; ** yet not ſer 
down in alice“ but in ſport ;—hns 


company would be a pleaſure to me, 
te it Hot, from the particularity __— 


a 1 


« 


is behavi our, A. 
Fe has difeontiflü 


which ' alarmed bis family and diff 


pleaſed me, by making me fear l 
s become an object of reater con- 
ſequence to him than 1 will 
he is fill perpetually at our cotta 
on ſome frivilous pretefice, and 2 
parently more than half in joke hin- 
ſelf, will, I fear, make poor Lucy i in 
love with kim! in earheſt, 


2 * 
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[Bit be laughs it off; and all my 


| fiſters reproach me, by looks at 
Teaft, with ſeeking to deprive. one of 


them, by my reſerves, of ſo delightful 


a proſpect as this opens;—for thoygh 


his principal gallantries are addreſſed 


to Lucy, ſo much is dealt out. ge- 
nerally, that I believe a little rivalſhip 


now end then takes place By this 
occurrence our rational occupations 


are ſuperceded,—or purſued without 


attention;—and the bufineſs of the 
toilette is the only one we delight 


r am ſteady to the working-room, 
that I may not (by withdrawing the 


fear of appearing too unreſerved in 
" yo, whom, though the dear 


girls 


— 
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o 


5 8 


girls think ſtrict, they are yet dif] poſed 
both to love and reſpect) leſſen the 
reſtraint with which Lord. Vincent 
is received, N 


— 


I ſee him upon the lawn which 
ſurrounds” our little dwelling, and 
will be ready to join in receiving his 
viſit. © 


Adieu, therefore, ; 
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„dear Sir Fran 
fellow. That 


bo',—1 might have ſaid 


OMMEND me 


for a 


ing 
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I am, 


unning 
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It 1s NO more 


* 


.. oF 
hy. 
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1 wrote to you” Ck Sg 1 
found here. —I told you ſhe was not 
very apt at liſtening to my fine wards, 
nor ſeemed much flatrered by my 
admiration; — but I did not 16% h 
ſhould never be able to infuſe into 
her boſom one ſpark of that fire ſhe 
ſo ſuddenly kindled in mine; — for 
to confeſs the truth, I did not foreſee 
ſhe was as cold as well as **<chaſte 
as the jcicle that hangs on Dan's 
temple,” and I had a hope, that when 
I laid all my bluſhing honors at her 
feet, ſhe would condeſcend to exalt 
and wear them with me. | 3 
3 
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I went, however; very near a re- 
gular propoſal to this effect, - when 
ſhe chilled me by ſuch freezing words, 
andi a ſtill more freezing manner, as 
led me to perceive no offers I could 
"then make would be accepted by 
her, Nay, I feared prefling the ſub- 
ject would give her a pretence for 
baniſhing me that preſence in which 
alone I learn the value of my ex- 
jſtence, and what happineſs may be 


experienced upon earth. 


If fimply to be near her thus 
tranſſ ports me with extacy, what would 
the hope of indeed calling her mine? 
hat would the enjoyment of that 
hope produce? — Oh, Neville, let me 


not think of it! —leſt waking from 
| " 73 oe 
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fuch a dream, ray ig aan, . 
ann e | , 


” ? | 


All my / diflike to . mar- 
riage, all my horrors at depending on 
a woman's love and conſtancy for the 
preſervation of my own honor, are 
vaniſhed from my mind; and I feel, 
that to be united to the lovely Harriot, 
is to be affianced to a ſuperior. being, 
who diſpenſes, by this condeſcenſion, 
ſuch a portion of her own perfection, 
as muſt raiſe him ſhe favors above his 
fellow mortals, and exempt him from 
their dangers and ſufferings. 


Being aware that this bleſſedneſs 
was not likely to befall me, in the 
Preſent ſtate of her mind, I have 
Ba II. # OS changed 
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changed my mode of conduct, and to 
keep up my pretence for ſeeking. fre- 
quent admiſſion, I make light love to 
| her lighter ſiſter, who is willing to 
ſwallow the frothy dravght I offer, 
though her Argus, or rather my Juno, 
watches her with wary and WES 
eyes. * 


Vo may wonder at my playing 
this game, and think it. a foolſh one, 
but IT never before ſaw a woman 
willing to yield up her conqueſt; nor 
have I often. found the unprepoſſeſſed 
paſs their hours ſafely with thoſe who 
ſought to win upon their hearts, — 
and for my part, though I have raiſed - 
a maſked battery, all my actual at- 
tacks are made on the fair Harriot ;— 
| and, 
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and, except in abſenting myſelf as ſhe 


too evidently wiſhes, 1 ſtudy her in- 
clination, and adapt myſelf to her 
character in every meaſure I purſue. 
— What it will avail T know not.— 
Would you were here to adviſe me. 
but you are otherwiſe occupied, and 

in your miſtreſs's kindneſs enjoy a 

happineſs I may long deſire in vain. 
Viva l' eſparenza, however. 


N * 
Your's 5 


VINCENT. 


D: LETTER 
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3 


SIR FRANCIS NEVILLE, 
"24% We 


LORD VINCENT: 


I WAS not quite ſure, my- dear 
Lord, if I received your firſt letter 
from Hereford-Park with pleaſure.— 

I have been accuſtomed to look up 
to Harriot Williams, as to the firſt of 

women; and had you taken it into 
2 e 


* 
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gour wild imagination to make light 
love (as you phraſe it) to her, I muſt. 

have addreſſed you more feriouſl y 

2 . * wont. 0 


— 


8 


on have yielded your to 
the very woman on earth I think 
moſt calculated to render her huſband 
happy. Beauty of perſon, elegance 
of manners, and ſtrength of under- 
ſtanding, are perfections evident to 
all who ſee and converſe with her; 
but it is the privilege of one who like 
me has known her long and inti- 
mately, to diſcover that there is a 
tenderneſs in her heart, —a regulation 
in her mind, — and a {ſweetneſs in her 
ene, even more rare than thoſe 
D 3 external 
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external charms ſne wk were cher 
ne: Wt LO & fig 


| Bs, it was, to hoes my 8 
Miſs Baynton flew, on the death of 
her mother, for conſolation and ſup- 
Port. : Had 1 never ſeen her, 1 ſhould 
not have believed it poſſible there 
could exiſt a ſtronger paſſion: than 1 
felt for her friend; but the appearance 
of my Maria taught me, as by a 
magic influence, the full W — 
of love. £5 eli oflfieb#231rd 


** 8 


4 ons was chere a creature ſo en- 

gaging, at the moment I firſt ſaw her 
oppreſſed with grief, and looking up 
to 25 2 for protection or for pity. 
122 To 
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To me too ſhe looked up. She ſaw 
in me the hear friend and almoſt in- 
mate of che houſe to which ſhe had 
repaired, and was willing to 1 
ſoothed and comforted by me. 1 
loſt no moment to gain upon = 
heart,. —to fill the vacancy affliction 
had left, - and to turn all her animated 
paſſions into love. have ſucceeded; 

This very day is the laſt of my ab- 

nn *. #3, "y * % u 


A 


þ 


— poor na is no more ii 
death was, as his life, tranquil and full 
of aſquieſcence in the purpoſes of 
that Creator he was more than willing 
to appear before. Years of pain 
had. taught him the ſmall value of 
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to detach — Gioious 0 * 


* 


fi F ; 
EFET2 4 TS YM Sw 3.904 


He — —— ic amounts 
: hip! is very large, Miſs Baynton 
too poſſeſſes ſuch g _ a 
band on prudential I! ee — 
dut the knowiag her would have 
changed his — wats it ae e 


* ng" 
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All 


2 ys * * # 3 2% : * - « * 
REI . OT * 
3 2 
* 
* 


All this annie; to my mentioning 
further, that- as I know pecuniaries 
have an influence with the Mar- 
chioneſs, at leaſt, they have not with 
you.—1 wiſh it to be underſtood that 
the effects of my departed friend a are 
een to Miſs Williams. © 


Let her not de ok 571 it wh a 
worth mentioning even to you, but 
you will underſtand and forgive a 
motive that originates not with your- 
ſelf.— But, my dear friend, do not f 
trifle with her, — ſpeak your purpoſe 2 
plbainly, and hope the beſt. | This 
lovelieſt of the daughters of Eve, 
will ſurely not © unſought —_— * 
and ſhe muſt feel too forcibly the only 
poſſible ® 
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poſlible. diſtinction chat can occur in 
her disfavour, - that of ſituation, to 


be ready to conſtrue gallantry into a 
ſerious declaration. Eos albino 


5 my 3 10nd, 10 am ets 
** for Lancaſhire. 
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LETTER II. 


a, 


SIR FRANCIS NEVILLE, + 
F<: - 


MISS H. WILLIAMS. 


1 AM in ſuch a ſtate of diſtraction, 
deareſt Madam, that L can ſcarce ac- 
quire collectedneſs — to f W 
my miſery. 


v hen I came near Baynton-Grove, 
I felt aſtoniſhed at the ſtillneſs which 
awaited me. I preſſed. forward with a 

N 
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reaching the houſe heard the horrid. 
intelligence that my Maria had quitted 
it two days before, with Lady Caroline 
and a gentleman... I could only learn 
that he was a ſtranger there, but that 
they had heard his name was Dormer. 
I am on the wing to purſue them. 
AI dare not truſt myſelf with the 
apprehenſion that another has ſup- 

' Planted me in that affection I thought 
No one "here comprehends the 
motive of her departure, I only: 
+ . learn that it was ſudden.— Wild with 

my fears, I go to trace her, and know 
: my fate My Kind and- dear friend 
give me your 45 40 * I mA | 
| 3 e 
3 r. NEVILLE. 
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LETTER IIv. 


MISS BAN NTON, 
Gn 
SIR FRANCIS NEVILLE, 


(wHicH ARRIVED AT BATH AFTER HE HAD LEFT 
IT FOR BAYNTON-GROVE,) _ 


My mos dear friend, —my more yo 


than friend the object of my ten- 


dereſt and trueſt affection, I feel 
aſhamed and bewildered at writing ese 
you, hecauſe I think. I ought to have | 
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274 
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| tel no meaſure without your 


knowledge yet ſo many motives 
preſs upon me.—Lady Caroline ſeems 


as if her life depended on my conſent 


to accompany her abroad.—1 ſhall 
not remain with her, that, I feel, 
would be too great a ſacrifice, even 


to mp. 


Twill write to you the moment we 


land.—I wiſh you was not ſo far from 


me.—I think, had I been able to ſee 


you, I muſt have conſulted you e're 


I took this ſtep.— ] ſcarcely can ſa- 


tisfy myſelf that I am right. Vet 
what is the affection which makes no 


ſacrifices?— Mine is a great one.— 


Heaven knows when I ſhall hear 
from ou, — when I ſhall ſee you !— 


> . 
e * 
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My ſpirits fail at the idea.—I write 
at the moment of departing.— Adieu, 


dear, dear Sir, 5 
= ; 


Your's moſt faithfully, 


j 


MARIA BAYNTON. . 
P. S. My kind love to Harriot.— 


I cannot write to her, I know ſhe 
would blame ee... 


LETTER 
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Iss k. WILLIAM 

5 ; to write to you, my 
deareſt and beſt friend, though I 
ſcarce know what I would commu- 
nicate.— I cannot trace my beloved 
Maria; —none of the ſervants know 
more of the deſtination of their miſtreſs, 
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than that they heard it faid ſhe was: 
France with Lady Caroline 
and the dereſted Dormer. They took 

only one of her own footmen, and he 
had lived with her but a ſhort time, 
—her maid accompanied her, and 
ſhe is, I believe, attached to her 
miſtreſs. They took the road to Lan- 
caſter, and, alas! embarked on board 
a veſſel, of whoſe deſtination: there is 
no trace. I have directed a veſſel to 
be fitted out, that I may purſue and 
diſcover them if poſſible.—1 will 
_at of Footer anne 6 to n 


een, 


. your * 
| ; D F. NEVILLE? 
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OUR Uötdinandi, Madam, have 


directed my ſteps to Latictſter, where 
I grieve to tell you I found my friend 
in ſuch a ſtate of anguiſh and inde- 
cifion, as I will not pain your Kind 


heart by deſcribing, Er Wag 
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Since 1 find Bo. neceſſary my 
— I rejoicę at the occurrenca 
(even though it drove me from you) 
that, made me a witneſs of yaur {0- 
Had yOu. net received Sir 
Francis 8 letter in my preſence, and 
in the moment of agitation unfolded 
its contents, the cruel reſerve J 
teſtify would have withheld the in- 
telligence it conveyed; and I ſhould 
have had the inſupportable miſery of 
ſeeing your ſotrows, unknowing of 
8 * and mare . 


Ob, 8 PE to your: pak 
might have ſome eſſect on that (to me) 
frigid heart — Might every dar 
rnd, iminue of my 


** ns ſpent 


is 


# 


OF 


' _ 5 
bs > 


. : 
ſpent in fulfilling your withbe, rid 
ms but to à look of kindneſs, how 
Hould: I rejoice in my deſtiny.— But, 
alas ! I can never become worthy of 
Jour favor; and 1 fear I am doomed 
to love without hope; — not, however, 
vithout meriting to hope, if the moſt 
ardent and active ſubmiſſion to your 
wiſhes can entitle me to your com- 
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Sir - Franciss a Kittle ember by 
* n his Maria ſent to Bath, pre · 
vious to her departure, which has 
now only reached him.— It breathes 
affection, and proves ſhe has been 
induced to quit England in ſome de- 
lnſion, not from a with to ſeparate 
| herſelf from him. Oh! how little do 
. men 
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men know their happineſs! Sir 
Francis is frantic with miſery, and yet 
he is beloved/——would that his fate 
were mine! He ſaw too a letter from 
her maid, which ſhews ſhe has one 
honeſt” . attached creature about 


, — 
her. 520 xo ire ele 
- * g 2 — f + * _ „  @& o 
&f- V 4 * © "WE . a 
— 4 « 


Believe me, Madam, I will watch 
carefully over our friend, and inform 
you of the intelligence I procure, 
for which I have laid out in every 
poſſible channel. I am ever, dear 
Madam, your moſt * and ref- 
| ny dk 15 root mon 
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LETTER, IV.. 


Suffered ſo much 
from agitation, at the time Lord 
Vincent qumted me, that it was not 
in my power even to ſay by a few 


lines how much I participated in your 


.afflition,For my dear. friend I alſo 
: grieve 


Dar eee, <{$ 


2 beyond meaſure, but, dear Sir, 
he beſt; —thefe fad days will 

paſs over, and you will. again be 
reſto oped” to happineſs and Maria.— 
When once again you ſee her, no con- 
fideration, I am ſure, will be powerful 


enough to induce vou tq quit her.— - 
May the time which unites you ſoon 


approach; and your future comforts 


repay An Mur pee (yferings. 
Ever » moſt beser Wau, h 
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M bot a pore 
writer, bot yet I cannot 


ing to. lave 
is land, were I lave every think I 


5 regard, | hexcepting my 


- 


Jou;—and not to tel you that I woul 


nivir 


eo 
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nivir forget my dere William. 1 8 
cannot tel wy my blefſed miſtres 
ſweetes lady, is a going beyond ſee; 
but as ſlie his always ſo goode and ſo 
kinde, I made bould to ax her, to day, 
wy ſhe would go for to lave Sir 
Francis, that is ſuch a ſwecte gode 5 
deer gentelman, and ſo gracious to 
poore fokes, juſt like her very ſelfe.—-— 
An wen I tould my lady ſo, her ſweete 
eyes ſhined with the ſolt teers and 
' ſhe tride to ſmile;—but ſhe did not 
ſmile that happy ſmile the is uſed to. 
I do not thing her heart is in this'n 
EY ee ſees. | I have no 
more to fay at this preſent, but that I 


am ever dean dung freende tell and, 


I work l Jaks MARSDEN. 
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ir Fra rancis — received it 
any change of 
ſentiment 
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Conlon towards him has 0 chls 
meaſure; but rather, that ſhe has 
N 1 e 


1 cannot trace or "ations . 
motive could be ſtarted plauſible 


enough to draw her away; and muſt 


feel moſt anxious and unhappy, 'all - 


I underſtand her inducement- te this 


O_ and am . Wy brig 1 
— fer @ feaggke 
attain a ſerenity of mind for which 

pt 
hold it a duty of religion, and a ſen- 


my character was hot formed. 


timent of virtue, to maintain ſelf poſs 


8 and a reliance on «good | 


Providence 
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Providence in all inen and 
chat our happineſs is to be the reſült I 
rather of the manner in which we 
conduct ourſelves under the various 
events of life, than the effect of the 
events. themſelves.— But, my dear 
ſiſter, what is the advantage I ex- 
perience from theſe ideas and theſe 
efforts A habit of acting rationally 
4 hope) and ſteadily in the ordinary 1 
routine of my duties; while oppreffion 
of heart ſeizes me in every interval of 10 
repoſe, and all ſudden evils have as 
much or more Done over me "tha 
hers, 225 f 


v 
l 
*. 


* = 
— —— O—o——O——— 74 


+ Suppriſed by a later, full of Sony, 
from Sir Francis Neville, 1 fainted 
on þ waiving Its 11 che contents be- 
| © coming 


#5 4 
1 N 
. 
N 2 
- 


1 


75 f? {74 9 Fl 


ERRORS or * SENSIBILITY. 6¹ = 


coming "pon. - to my altem and: 
Lord: Vincent who was preſent ,Lhaye: 
incurred to him the ſtricteſt obliga : 
tion, at a time when the ſincere diſ- 

covery of his purpoſes: and LO 
makes this moſt i PO 


Why * 5 to N 
me and to appear to attach himſelf to 
Lucy I cannot tell, —L only knomw he 
has given me by it additional pain, 
for 1 fear the beholds me with a 
jealouſy not unmixed with: reſentment; 
and at the moment I have this diſtreſs 
drawn on me by a man I have known 
but a few weeks, he is not only de- 
voting himſelf to. ſerve, but actually 
obeying me, — for I find I earneſtly 
beſought him, in an . frantic 
moment. 
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aſſiſt Sir Francis Neville, whom Wor 
at that inſtant 1 found to be his 
purticular friend. © Surely ſuch a 


_ Fiendfhip exalts the chatacter of 
Lord Vincent, and induces a'wonder 


that duplicity ſhould form a part of 
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how Kiad and judicious a an 1 
We bemm d him, for whoſe bor. | 


e mee 
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"i, Julia! the happineſs of thoſe 
as been long the ſole 


dear to me | 
wiſh of my heart! Muſt I give up 
the hope; which alone; like the beams 
of a finking ſun has gilded the dark 


cloud of my betng?=Moſt I know no 
Joys either inherent or reflected? For- 


give my ſadneſs, —I ought not to af. 
flict you by ſuch a letter.— But did I 
write another, and omit traeing by 
my pen the characters reſponſive to 
my feelings, the drops which will fot 
ceaſe to fall upon my paper, would 


apprize you of the mUlafticholy which 
overcomes fe: Land 1 fhould play 
the difſetnbler, yet without deceiving 


the kind friend to whom all tove and 


. e e is due . N 
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hurt, and indent humbled, by being 
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and danny with Alien 1 wie 
your diſtreſſed fortune; and the op». 


nion I had of your diſcretion leading 


me to give you that admiſſion 1 n 


ws 1 * ſo ul . rn 
1 find, Sik you * 1 
practicing on the affections of my ſonz 


Lord Vincent, who, give me leave to 


tell Jou, is, from his bieh rank ang. 
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perſon and accompliſhments, A EY 


for the firſt heireſs in England ; -— and. 
ſuch a matth only ſhall he make with 
my Lord's and my concurrence, I: 
| have to thank you, 
Miſs, for much undutifulneſs, and in- 
deed impertinence 1 never ſaw in him 
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HE receipt of your Ladyſhip's- 
I letter requires attention, yet is not eaſy 
to reply to.— To acknowledge ci- 
vilities, at the very time thoſe civilities. © . 
are withdrawn, would not be very 
conſiſtent with my preſent feelings; 
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fait thoſe that are paſt. 1 I will, there- 
fore, confine myſelf to affuring your 
Ladyſhip, that we willingly diſcontinue 
thoſe viſits at Hereford-Park, which 
have led to a very erroneous- idea of 
her, who is ſo little dazzled by Lord 
Vincent's rank and forturie, chat even 
with the addition of thoſe many vir- 
tues and accompliſhments he poſ- 
ſeſſes, no conſideration upon earth, 
(even altho' you, Madam, were to 
ſecond it by your ſtrongeſt influence, ,) 
| could induce me to unite my fate” fo 
his. 1 have the honor to de your 
| Ladyhip 8 humble fervant, We 


81] * „ F 121 9777 1 811 4s Fg 


. * H, WILLIAMS. 


21 * 


F 

Te { * #4 3 4 a *- +2 

4 bee He WS "I 17 f 3&4, 3 
* 


nl ie 1110 LETTER 


* 
** R 1 


RS OF SENSIBILITY; 
995 1 N 
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. mourn over * obligation by which 
1 am bound to this ſpot, at a time 
when I. think my preſence might 
conſole you. O, my love, could I. 
but lock into the ſeeds of time, and 
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T might the better write 
to you. — I do think, exalted c:cature 
as you ate, you act upon falſe prin- 
ciples; you examine not with your 
clear judgment, the nature of the 
characters you. are attached to, and 
vou ſee not which way happineſs 
might be moſt affiredly attained to 
' 'them,—But I am ſilent. You, ever 
you, my gentle Harriot, play the 
deſpot with your fiſter, and wilt not 
let me ſpeak my full heart. Say every 
thing kind from me to my ſiſters: 
and teach them to join with me in 
thankfulneſs to Heaven for that near 
tie which biads them Pots: as Foun 
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HOUGH I have not 
bleffed as to learn, r than” by” 
probable conjecture, thar F 
letter reached thoſe hands 1 languifh” 
to behold, and was b 
touch which would entrance me 
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again upon you; not 1 that 
tho* the writer may be odious, the 
writing will | become dear when it 
tells you © we are in hopes of ſoon 
exting E friend. LS IGG 
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Sir "I ny turns {tg eg: 
and ſubdued by his misfortune, has 
been unable to take any collected 
ſtep. He was impatient to embark 
for Breſt, whither it was ſaid the 
veſſel was bound;—but I was ſo 
well aſſured that idea was thrown out 
28 a lure, that I (almoſt, by force) 
conſtrained him from purſuing them 
thither.—Now he is all gratitude. 
1 bribed people to watch every ar- 
rival, and by aſſociating with the 
Irene to . what had been their 
courſe. 


SES! . 


eourſe .I judged-ic poſſible that by 

chis means I might gain ſome uſeful 
information. I failed of it, however, 

in» this, mode: but the number of 

people had ſpoken to, and the en- 3 

quiries every where made, cauſed it x 
to be noiſed that it was material to 4 
know the deſtination a the wa. We 

* Yeſterday 1 15 was dp. at W 1 
a girl (apparently a ſervant maid), 
aſk to ſpeak to me, and not leſs, 
when, after much circumlocution ang! 

many apologies, ſhe told me ſhe had. 
made ſo free as to come to tell me 
what little ſhe knew about the ſhip 
in which the ladies went. I aſked 
impa. ienily for ſuch information as 
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the could give, in conſequence of 
which the told me; that having been 
with her miſtreſs in Scotland, the had: 
fallen into liking with a young man 
at Leith, that they were not rich 
enough to marry and ſertle, but were 
promiſed to one another. That ſhe 
was ſurpriſed, about ten days ago. to 
ſee the young man enter, and more 
ſo when he told her he had ſwam to 
ſhore, —for the Captain he ſailed 
with had forbidden any boat to come; 


but it was a fine clear night, and 
be had an old comrade who lived on 


the beach that had received and re- 
freſhed him; and he made all haſte. 
to have a fight of her.—He durſt 


only ſtay an hour, but he could not 
bear to be ſo near and not ſee his 
. | dear 
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dear Jenny ; ſo he took his chance, 
and” if he was found out why the 


Captain muſt make the moſt on't 4 
for he faw no ſenſe in ling off 


harbour and forbidding poor failors | 


x 


to come on ſhore. " 

All 1 further learnt was, that 15 
veffet was fitted out from and man'd 
at Leith; whither we are immediately 
repairing. —1 have a token from 
Jenny, a token to her lover, as her 
fill was not equal to vricing, 
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Sir Pralich dend A ue, but TI would 
not truſt to his diſtraction, for giving 
you this account; eſpecially as 1 
hoped by this communication might E 
obtain forgivenels for once again 
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troubling you. Shall I never be more 


ERRORS. OF. SENSI BILITY 


than forgiven? Shall my whole heart, 
devoted to you, produce no return ?— 
F orbid it, Heaven, that 1 ſhould be 
fo wretched I the mere idea that 
you will not become mine fills me 
with horror! What would become 


of me were I to behold you another's? 
The thought is madneſs! —Spare 


further torture to your ardent and 
unfortunate ſervant, F 
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3 Vincent, m my 4 friend; 

has undertaken to- -acquaint you with 
the degree of hope which opens upon 
us for diſcovering our darling fu- 
4 gitive. Hou is it, dear Madam, that 
your lovely friend, with ſuch excel 
lencies of heart and mind, ſhould 
plunge into agonies little ſhort of 


deſ pair, 
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def pair, the man who adores her; and * 
| fill your affeRionate ſoul with dif- 
| treſſes iis natural pre-eminence ſhould 
bare exempted you from. My agi- 

5 tation is ſo exceſſive I muſt no further 
impart it, and therefore will write no 
wore, but that 1 am, both for your 

own great kindneſs, and for the ſym- 
pathizing and active friend you have 
ſent me, ever your moſt grateful 
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AVE ſome comfort in telling 
my dear ſiſter, that a clue has pre- 
develope the labyriuih in which our 
dear Maria is concealed.— I have a 
fom Vincent, he 
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is induſtrious to write to me, 2 e 

vrftes, that, but for his expreſfing a 

paſſion I am every way anxious to 
check, 1 cannot be offended. 


Lucy is fit” dillatisfed, yet I &. 
not think her heart was touched. But 
her i imagination has been ſtrongly ſo, 
and this is ſometimes as hard to 
combat as a real paſſion; for the 
mind makes fewer efforts than when 
| Attachments ariſe that ought to be 
a E Fibdued;' and pride, an excellent/aux- 
Illary, tho a bad principal 1 in the war, 
takes the wrong ſide in a nn 
Where ambition and vanity are more 


'# 
4 toncerned than feeling. I ſay but 
= - Little te her, for what I lay is miſtaken; 
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yet 1 hope Rog UE: what 1 do. nos 
ae Now n e 


4 &. 
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The Rector & Mirford Penh 15 
me to behold Fanny with a favorable; 
eye; he is ſomewhat -a formaliſt, 
but worthy, honorable, and diſcreet. 
I wiſh ſhe may be inclined to liſten. 
to him, —1 ſhould have a care the 
leſs. 71 ty "it fair | 

meds 

My brother who is juſt come home, 
I intend ſhall viſit you, for you will 
delight to ſee him growing ſo manly, 
poſſeſſing ſuch ſweetneſs. and force of 
mind.—To ſee him in danger, you 
would think courage his characteriſtic 
virtue; in ſcenes of diſtreſs, ten- 
Vol. II. G derneſs. 
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a ons or ener 
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dernefs. He is very dear to me, and 
I hope much happineſs 'through*his 


means. Mr. Benſon is very kind in 


4 


which leading 
him much to our cottage; ſeems to 
have” drawn on that Oy he 
evidences towards Fanny. ST 0:7 


N 5 , 3 W 1 4 4 3 3 —— 


Adieu, my dear Julia, 
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Six FRANCIS NEVILLE, . 
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Iss H. WILLIAMS. 
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INSIST on Lord Vincent's ſuf- 
fering me to write on the preſent” 
occaſion, as I feel my heart dilate with 
hope, and my imagination active to 
preſent to me the object of all my 
wiſhes, as once more within my reach. 
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on arriving at r Leih we ſoon 3 
the ſailor to whoſe paſſion we owed fo 
much ;—he was ſeveral days returned 
to his father's habicarion.—The know- 


_ ledge that we had ſeen and ſpoken to 


—_—_  R.. 


bis dear Jane, gave us ſuch merit in 
his eyes, that he was earneſt to oblige 


and ſerve us.—We learnt from him, 


that the veſſel in which all I hold 


precious bad embarked, ſailed from 


Lancaſter to one of the 7 flands of the 


Hebrides; — that my Maria had been 


penſive during her voyage, and 


appeared aftoniſhed at the cloſe of it; — 


but that the paſſengers were only put 
on ſhore and haſtily quitted. That the 
lovely lady cried to them to take her 


back, but the Captain and another gen- 
tleman 
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| tleman barcked her to an old Caltle, 
and they ſaw no more of Hide. +: © g 

The curſed veſſel is 130 the harbour, 
and a few hours will equip her for 
our expedition. We have ſecured a 
ſufficient number of hands for our 
purpoſe, among whom, you may be 
ſure is honeſt Sandy.— Two of Lord 
Vincent's ſervants and three of my 
own are added to the ſailors, ſo that 
with the cauſe we have in hand, there 
is no fear of failing, while exertion will 
avail. 


My friend urges me to ſay a kind 
word for him; and indeed, my dear 
Madam, I do it with pleaſure, for I 
Ss - know 


86 Ennos or 'SENSIBELEDY. 


know no man to whoſe honor 0 or 
whoſe tenderneſs I would ſooner. com- 
mit a ſiſter or a friend. If therefore, 
as I am inclined to imagine, from 

your never liſtening to thoſe who | 
pretended to your favor, you poſſeſs a 
"free heart, I cannot but wiſh you to 
beſtow it upon him. He will not 
write, he ſays, leaſt he ſhould diſpleaſe 
155 you; and he flatters me with an idea 

ttat I may have ſome influence. 


We are, my dear Miſs Williams, 
von the point of ſailing.— Aid us with 
your propitious wiſhes, and we ſhall 
ſurely be ſucceſsful. My tranſport is 
ſomewhat daſhed by apprehenfiveneſs; 
Jet it is joy. I feel at the proſpect of 
| cloſing 


* 


cloſing this dreadful Caf pence—O, 
ſhould "niy Maria prove untrue, - 1 
were indeed a wretch!—I will not 
allow in myſelf ſo horrible a dread! -— 
Adieu, the firſt poſſible opportunity 
you ſhall hear again from | 
Your affectionate, 


r. NEVILLE. 
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' LORD VINCENT, 


10 


MISS H. WILLIAMS, 


| \ y ITHHELD, my dear Madam, 
by an event you will learn with 
ſorrow, from returning immediately 
home, I am conſtrained, leaſt total 
ſilence ſhould fill you with more than 
warranted alarm, to acquaint you at 

once 
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once wich a truth as painful to me to 
communicate, as it will be to you to 
know. But let me in the firſt place 


aſſure yon that I did not fit down to 


write, till our apprehenſions were 
quieted by favorable ſymptoms, and 
till I can bid you hope for n 
N accounts. | | 


The ; fad news I have to relate, is 


that the moſt. excellent of men has 
been wounded by the hand of the 
baſeſt villain ;—which has inflicted on 


me, and the too ſuſceptible Maria, the 
00 peſt diſtreſs. 


7 ths | VA at the little Iſland 


whither this loyely and unſuſpecting 


8 5 creature 
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_ «creature had been conveyed, we found 
the wretched Dormer (who paſſeſſes 
no virtue but that of courage) ready 
to receive and repel us. — But this 
mould have enjoyed a compleat con- 
queſt, but that the reſentment and 
frenzy of Sir Francis made him rafhly 
lay himſelf open to a fierce and even 
Kilful attack of his ferocious ad- 
verſary.— He has ſuffered very much, 
but is apparently relieved from all 
danger. Poor Maria is almoft mad 
with thoſe afflictions ſhe has and does 
ſuffer. 


Lady Caroline we have ſent back 
40 her — houſe, and left her to 
give 
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give the beſt account of herſelf her 


cunning and baſeneſs will enable her 


to wr von ſhame 3 is -wer 


© After (would to Heaven it had 


been before) my dear friend was hurt, 


I, with the affiſtance of ſome brave 


fellows, ſeized on Dormer, whom 1 


have had conveyed to che Caſtle at 
Lancaſter. 


| Mit Baynton is not compoſed 
enough to write, and I thought any 
information, would be better than 
none, in the anxiety 1 was ſure con- 
tinued ſilence would occaſion you. 
Adieu, moſt adored of women, did 


vou but now how it grieves me to 
affliet 
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afflict you by this account, which 1 
have delayed till I could aſſure you 
of hopes of recovery, you would pity 
and not hate, for conveying to you 
unwelcome intelligence, him, who 1s 
the moſt devoted of your ſervants, 


VINCENT. 
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MISS BAYNTON, 
T 0 


MISS H. WILLIAMS. 


My deareſt, moſt beloved, moſt 


excellent friend, what ſhall I ſay to 
you? —I am plunged in miſery !— 


overcome by obligations I have 
neither merited, nor, alas, am worthy 


to Ou | —Agonized by fear, and 


W 


— 6 —— — _ — « 


RET 
- 


— ———— — — 
2 A = * — 
Cl — 


tt df Bond — TRIER $4 4 = "T — ———— = 
r 


1 


e 
4 2 nn - 


[ 
2 * 
p 
1 
5 
6 
3a 
"7 
15 
1 
tits 
" 
1 
. 
RES 
15 
jb 
J ; 
* 1 
, 44 
| q. 
"+. 
1 
2 nw | 
14.358 
1 


5 


$ ERRORS: or SsENSIIILIT I. 


eſtranged almoſt from hope. — They 
tell me the dear man I have injured is 


better,. —TI cannot believe it.— My 
nights are ſpent in watchfulnefs and 


alarms!— My days in tears and defſ- 


pondence! I feel that my raſhneſs 
has drawn misfortune, perhaps hurried 
out of life the only being for whom 


J wiſh to live. 


Lord 1 tries to ſooth me. 


My poor Jenny too, plays the com- 


ſorter. but ſhe is without Kill, and 
terrifies- me by relations of what has 
been, when ſhe means to tell me 

that theſe dreadful ſymptoms are paſt;  - 
—and even his friend cannot dil- 
femble his own apprehenſions. I. 


know- 
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know he 1 to flatter me. | 
you, —and himſelf; - My. terrors give 
me not a moment's ref pite.— The 
wicked Lady Caroline is gone, - the 
ſight of her would kill me; would it 
not then be a bleſſing to 
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"THE SAME, 
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ING. SAME. 


Hs is worſe, my tour Harriot,— 
he is worſe!--My fears, if nothing 
elſe, will deſtroy me!—Why do I ; 
write to you ?—Why do I, who was 
born to convey no joys, convey all 
my forrows to your boſom ?—I know 


not; — my actions have no motive! 


Reaſon has no ſhare 1 in che er 
brain of 

Maria BAYNTON; 
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0. MY. dear friend," pity. mel 
Yet why do I fay pity me, at a time 
I ſhould bid you rejoice with me} — 


He is better,—they aſſure me he will 


recover; God grant he may! — Vet 
if he is to recover, why is my ſoul ſo 
ſad ? — Why do my eyes burnꝰ Why 
is my brain giddy My limbs ſcarce 
Vol. II. H ſupport 
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enfeebled b 4—If chis be the effect 
of joy, Sat would Harrow have 
produced? But had you beheld, as 
I this inſtant did, his faded form and 
his ſunk eye, how could. you have 
T<joiced, even tho? told he was better! 
IT had well nigh fainted ; but for the 
firſt time in my life I made an effort 
on myſelf and reſiſted my emotion— 
I felt, to agitate might be to ipjute 
bim, aud love produced in me the 
effect reaſon would have failed of.— 
1 ſee we are the creatures we make 
ourſelves: But I grow wife too * 
Adieu, 7 loved Harriot, 


1 1g ne] Ever Your's, 
1475 19110 27 3 MARIA BAYNTON. 
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AM is 5 e Mada 
whatever may be your 2 
towards myſelf, you will forgive and 
be ſatisfied with the: motive on which 
1 have for a ſhort time ſuppre &d 
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8 Francis has indeed beck in great 
* and I caught the firſt n moment 


why conyey diſtreſs whey . 
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Aſfure ee men hetores of 
women; that Sir Francis is really re- 
enn we entertained 
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ISS H. WILLIAMS, 


a 4 


AM, my dear ſiſter, moſt anxl. 
ouſly diſtreſſed at the unuſual length 
of your ſilence;— pray anſwer this 
immediate, ahd Het me not live in 
that apprehenſion I cannot be free 
from, under any interruption of our 

F cor- 


correſ — Small cares > have ſo 
ver over you, that I. know | 
you me no habit of kindneſs 
but from the preſſure of a more than 
common diſtreſs; and Lucy's few 
nder your direction, to 


ſay that you had ſuffered ſome diſ- 
turbance; but would write ſobn, has 


rather contributed to encreaſe than to 
leſſen my uneaſineſs. — But for that 
ſolemn promiſe I made, never to quit 


my aunt, I ſhould haſten to you; — as 
it is, I diſpatch this by a ſervant, that 


I. may have a ſpeedy anſwer; for 1 
feel that my bappineſs and N ars 


bound up in yours. 


A. ls mak t affectionate alter, 5 
* WILLIAMS., 
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| — What 1 dreadel 40 coinmenicns 
cheit contents, leſt you hdd ſulfer = 
from the idea chat ſuch a trial ould 
quite fubdue me. I V wrong, her. 
ever, for « preſent Fears are leſs than 
 . horrible imaginings;” and the mind is 
never more unequal to the exertions 
of reaſon and reſolution, than when 
there is a doubt as to the * evil 
to be combated. 1 . 


3 


Vou perceive 1 wel every reaſon 
- © hogs Sir Francis will recover, but 
now the idea of the delicate and 
_ - frigile. frame of poor Maria more 
alarms me; and I dread, that the 
influence of ſelf reproach will have 
; | 1 — _ 
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ETTERS. fo conſiderate and 
kind as thoſe I have been favored 
: with from your Lordſhip 5 awaken my 
. gratitude, and you mult accept my 
thanks. I . confeſs » I am in great 


anxiety on account of Sir Francis 
And my dear: to: whom I have 


Da ͤ eee er untarx. 


ent a friend ſhe uſed to view in 


ove her * the cage 8 1 


+ - 


"My — chough a a young 2 . 
125 | accordifinics” Mrs. Morriſon, who 
might rather in ſo long a way — 
a companion than a protector; — and 
Frederic is both active and attentive, 
ſo n her to no er 
3 | 


=. EY l 1 the \ 
- "4 p I:acknowledge had been un- 
mixed with ſuch ſentiments reſpecting 

myſelf, as it gives me pain to find 
vin continne to entertain. The duty 
by which 1 am hound to that part of 
a — to. my care, 

might 


idea of engagements which mat i in a 
degree draw me from ther s 
to ſpeak of one principle of conduct 
when others operate with: fi 
ſtrength, is a degree of co 
bordering! on dereit: ill; not- 
- withhold | myſelf from confeſſing to 
your Lordſhip, that the fulfilling my 
father's requeſt, by remaiming ſingle, 
is the choice of my heart; which cannot 
feel itſelf attracted even by thoſe s 
Ats, and that partinlity, which is yet 
conſiderec as a high honor dy your 
— Lordihip's VER. ee 
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O cannot imagine, my beloved. 


mend, wich how much anxiety and 


diſtreſs I have recei eived your letter 
and. melanch, ly account of my moſt 
, Sir Francis. Lord 
cent tegches me to believe that he 
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PEN of amol * OY 
quiet then yer und, my dearefty = 
and look for yard to happy days. 8 


-nt afk er οε An ow i volt? 
1 fend my brother, accompanying 
the good Mrs. Morriſon, whoſe care 
and attentions thought might avithis 
time be uſeful · to you. It would have 
been my firſt pleaſure to have repaired 
to you myſelf, hut I am withheld by 
many conſiderations tedious to relate, 
yet of power, ſufficient to keep me 
from the place where I moſt wiſh to 
be; where the friend I moſt love 
requires that conſolation my preſence ; 
might Perhaps 2 e 
Adieu, my ar Maria; I hardly | 
2 know why Lady Caroline, whoſe 
name 
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Suffice it, we thank Heaven ber in- 
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TO 

+» MISS R. WILLIAMS. 

\ \ HY 1s it, moſt. beloved friend, 

that recovering my health, I yet ſeem. - 
not nearer my happineſs. A ſadneſs 
oppreſſes the ſpirits of my angelic 
Maria, that all my efforts ſeem. but 
temporarily to remove. You were 
particularly kind in ſending Mrs. 
Vol. II. — "oK Morriſon 


Aue to her; but a warm emotion 
of gratitude for your care, and a kind 
and placid reception of her old ac- 
quaintanee, was all the effect it I 


A - cataſtrophe. 3 . the 


- - exiſtence of the unfortunate Dormer, 


Lord Vincent, at the time my life was 
veyed to and confined in the Caſtle 
of Lancafter;—he entertained no 


hope of my recovery, and contrived 
0 e the 1 


: — bn ad bis crime, by 
anticipating the fare he n in- 


evitable. ee | 4 


= xK6kb! er sTusATITTv. irg 


Mafia has eomfented to Nerd to 
pads we as 1 am very anxicus 


to reſtore her to that tranquil ſpot 
whith will, 1 trüſt, contribute to the 
reſteration of that quiet I cannot but 


think the wild and aweful ſcenery. oy 


this Iſland tends to retard. 


O, that you could meet us Vour 
brother, whoſe warmth of character 
and affectionate politeneſs renders 
him the moſt intereſting being I ever 
beheld, ſays, he will haſten to you with 


this letter, and urge you (if poſſible) 
to. repair to us. Jon might ſooth and 


calm that agitated ſpirit I ſeek in vain 


to compoſe. Mrs. Morriſon attends 


the dear creature with the affection of 
A md and the ſkilfulneſs of a nurſe. 
I 2 Medical 
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x aid may perhaps be of 
ſervice.— she makes no — 

dit ĩs not for that the leſs ill. In ſhort, 
that your preſence can alone ſupport, 

: me, by reſtoring my Maria. 
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MIS g. WILLIAMS, 
n TED 11 g „ 


wo LD not, r Madam, 
preſurde to intrude upon you, but as 
I have ſome fear you may object to 
favoring Baynton-Grove by your pre- 

ſence, whilſt an object ſo hateful as 
myſelf remains here, I think it due to 

thoſe who very effentially require the 
conſolation of your ſociety, to inform 
you, that I am about to return imme- 
diately to Oxford. Merely to ſee you 
13 71 


1 hold as s the firſt of IRON but 
Heaven forbid I ſhould fill you wich 
perptexity or hefitarion, by feeking 
any happineſs for myſelf. I do not 
doubt that if the dreadful alternative 
| was to occur to me of preſenting you 
to a rival dear to your heart, or of 
obtaining a reluctant poſfeſſion of that 
hand, which, freely to obtain, would 
raiſe me from Earth to Heaven, I 
| ſhould reſpe& your wiſhes far beyond 
my own, ſo. abſolute is my love. 
Shall not that, and the ſubmiſſive de- 
votion to your very wiſhes which 
drives me from this place, induce your 
mpaſſior e 18 eee 
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6 tes k. IL LIA Gs. 


ee. chank you 2 is ne- 
ceffary to me, and you endeavour to 
ſend me a comforter; but Mrs. Mor- 
riſon does not ſucceed !—ſhe is af- 
fectionate and aſſiduous, but ſhe is not 


Harriot Williams. The happieſt ſen- 
ſation 
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5 ſation ſhe can or does — me, reſ alts 2 
fror my confelooficeſs of Thar. 
neſs which induced you to ſend to 
me this truly good creature. Add to 
this, chat ſhe is ad * ee praiſes,— 


his death, — heard him All the air with 
praiſes of and bleſſings on his Harriot. 
O, my friend, I cannot write! come 
to me, let me expoſe to you my weak - 
neſſes and my griefs; to you only I 
know how to unburthen my full uy 
Gan — you love yout 


2 = {4 " 
le, HET 1 


MARIA BAYNTOM,. 
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„ Fee N ee 3 
FEEL, my * Julia, a e 
more compoſed ſtate of ſpirits than 
when I wrote to you laſt. Having 
diſpatched my brother with Mrs. 
Morriſon to my Maria, I am confoled 
by knowing ſhe has wich her an active, 
kind, and Judicious friend ; and one 
whole 


whole heart is ſo devoted to me, that 
there is no exertion ſhe would ſpare to 
give me ſatisfaction. My brother, on 

his return will give me certain in- 
formation how far my preſence is 


* iſite. 


; r 
* n * * 
* Lend * 


1 foel |. greatly relieved from 
my cares at home by a recent oc- 
currence. Mr. Benſon has propoſed 
himſelf to my ſiſter Fanny.— He has 
' a little eſtate he propoſes to ſettle 
upon her, and is fatisfied with the 
| (mall ſum IL can ſpare - to her; 
which I. rather conſider as helping 
their. firſt eſtabliſhment, than in any 
other point of view.—And he kindly 
dps, he has no further wiſſi than to 
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render his home more worthy of my 
Po H ro Lt 


Hie prefles for an early day, which 
(as I find Fanny is won by his dif- 
intereſted attachment) J readily con- 
cur in; eſpecially, as if I am con- 
ſtrained to abſent myſelf, the Par- 
ſonage will afford a ſafe and reſpe&- 
able abode for Lucy and Charlotte, 
during my ſtay at Baynton - Grove. 


We met yeſterday, by accident, 
(for otherwiſe we are quite eſtranged 
from Lord Hereford's family,) Mr. 
Herbert, Lord Vincent's younger 
brother; —and I was amazed, and 
perhaps Euey more than amazed; at 
__\ her real beauty had upon 
bim. 
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him. She, however, who was at 
firſt filled with ſpleen at Lord Vin- 

cent's defection, has in part, from her 
own good heart, and in part by 'my 
perſuaſions and arguments, loſt her 
tenaciouſneſs on the ſubject of love; 
and ſhe ſees Mr. Herbert's admi- 
ration, as the tranſient offering the 
young and ardent pay to lovelineſs. 


I am not very poſitive this is the 
caſe though, for as with the ſame 


animation he wants the delicacy of his + : 


brother, he exhibited ſo warm an ad- 
miration as eee to ariſe gel a 
8 Ra 1 


f;x 5 pes 
As Cer 8 dd is now | ſofrened to 


ie 1 hope to keep this youth 
itt PE 2% 


© 4 


+64 


| ERRORS OF SENSIBILITY, ; 125 


at the diſtance I defire,—for he might 


not be in earneſt to marry my ſiſter; 
and the hiſtory of a young woman's: 
hopes and fears reſting on the 


purpoſes of any man, is generally 


the hiſtory of the degradation of her 
character, —T could not bear that my 


Lucy ſhould be ſubject to any man's 


caprices f beſides, I ſhould feel in a 
painful predicament as to the family 


who have ſhewn ſuch cee of 
our alliance. | 5 


4 


3 am always writing volumes to 
my Julia, but you ond the whole 
heart of your 5 


f. WILLIAMS, 


1 


LETTER 
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LYAY brother is returned, and brings 
vith him letters which convince me 
my preſence is abſolutely neceſſary 
with dear Maria; whoſe mind ſeems 
from all accounts to be in a moſt 
diſtreſſing ſtate, and to require the 


4 aw 7 ; | 2 con- 


2 


1 
1 $4465. 


conſolation. of fiendly communi- 

Frederic is preſſing with me to go 
to her inſtantly, for he ſays he is ſure 
ſome grief ſhe will only enter into an 
explanation of to me, weighs down 
her mind; and will (he adds) weigh 1 
down her delicate body with it. 


He ſpeaks of her with a rapture 
which, if I did not view it as the 
effect of youthful enthuſiaſm, I ſhould 
dread as the offspring of love; — yet 
this cannot be, becauſe he (wiſhes no- 


thing ſo ardently as her union _ | 
Sir n, | 


227 7 


| 126 za nons OF SENSIBILITY, | 
Ves, one thing more has got poſe 
" ſeſſion of his mind, Lord Vincent 
has won upon him to plead his cauſe, 
and he does it moſt ſtrenuouſſy; but x 
you, my ſiſter, know how impoſſible 
it is for him to influence that heart 
8 which ſcarce can trace the riſe, and 
never will experience the decline of 
chat attachment which is interwoven . 


in oy being. 


When 1 firſt found- it pools to 
eontroul my paſſion, I ſought to ex- 
tinguiſh it entirely; but finding that 
exceeded my power, conſidering the 
great worth and conſtant communi- 
cation in which I lived with the object 
of my affection,.— ] contented myſelf. 


— 1 W 1 1 4 . ö | ＋ 2 * 
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by putting a guard on my chm. 
conduct, and referring all my ideas * 
happineſs to ſuch events as might be 

productive of the greateſt good to him. 
Thus I have nouriſhed (while his prof--. 
pects have been happy) rather an ex- 
hilarating than a conſuming fire, and 
ſaved myſelf both. Ran. and 
ſelf N 1 | 


bh. 


There has TER but one moment 3 
in which I have feared being betrayed. . "i 
But Lord Vincent, honorable as he is, 
would have purſued a different con- 
duct, had he, from my agitation, 
diſcovered that my intereſt was warmer 
than that of friendſhip; and would not 
now quit Baynton- Grove that I might 
Vol. *. K repair 


- 


as pen. to you as to my 
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[repair thirher onmoleſted and vob. : 


Once 1 e father was ap- 


priſed of my prepoſſeſſion; but, as if 
it had been ſo, he would aſſuredly have 
ſpoken to me on the ſubject, I have 
changed my opinion. You, from my 
childhood, have known all that has 


paſſed in that mind which has been 


— i 


E. WILLIAMS: 
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THE SAME, 


1. o 


— 


THE SAME. 


1 AM moſt unhappy, my dear Julia; 
at the ſtate in which I find my lovely 
friend. Her form is waſted to a 
ſhadow, and her mind ſeems both 
raiſed and perplexed, without being 
diſordere. 1 

| f EK..;ê x 


She will not, at preſent hear of a 
a warmer attachment than at any 
preceding period. To me her affec- 
tion is almoſt enthuſiaſtic; but as ſhe- 
_ fays nothing of her morives to delay 
her marriage, and ſeems to ſhun par- 
ticular converſation on that ſubject, — 
Ido not yet preſs her. 


Accept theſe few lines only, for I 
wiſh to be as little as poſſible from my 
| _ Your's ever, | 
R. WILLIAMS:: 


LETTER 


THE HON. EDWARD HERBERT. 


44S 


ern 


1 have a fine time of it without” 
you, hearing my lady mother declaim 


K 2 on 


War « is the ber, my 405 
brother, you come not home this va- 

cation, but mope yourſelf in a college 

where you have neither ſociety 8. 


— 4 
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on the dignity of my fanih, and be 
ſmall attention I pay to my rank in 
life, by viſiting all the inferior people 
of the country as if they were N. 
ONT. | 


TOES TS 


All this s from my having 

ſought, wherever I could find, a little 

gypſy who has bewitched me, I think, 

—a Miſs Lucy Williams.— She is | 

handſomer than any thing I ever ab, | 

and adds. to. that beauty, ** N 
See. | 


The Marchioneſs "Res a” 
her brother-in-law (1 ſcarcely know 
1 5 why, tho? ſhe ſays ſhe has wiſe reaſons,) 
dur manſion; and he, to be even with 
her, keeps me out of a much plea- 
E ſanter, 


to 
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: aner own. 10 am not; however, 55 
very eaſily checked, and though the 
man is ſo damn'd ſteady and calm TI 
know not how to deal with him, I am 
reſolved ftratagem ſhall work What 
reſolution cannot, and if I can but win 
dear Lucy to wiſh with me, I defy the 
| Doctor and che Devil to boot. | 


I Fans indited a letter to her, ſe- 
cundum artem, that is the art of love; 
and faith, *tis ſo natural to me to 
ſpeak ſweet words to her, it is ſcarcely” 
art after all,-Pray come and cheer a 
Doing nh oc gn ioucie wal 
| Your” 5, | 


n 


EDWARD HERBERT. 


LETTER | 


* 


THE HON.-EDWARD HERBERT. 
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IT. 
'T LESS 8 — 
beauty [lovely i incognita! — for ſuch 
vou are to me I cannot even pro- 
cure a ſight of you. Vour doors are 
hut againſt him who approaches 
 *#them as he would a temple, to adore 

, LES 5 8 * 


- 


uke or SENSIET! trry., 


- * ? * 


the Jivinkey at her proper ring: a 
Did 1 then ſee but to love and love 
but to die? Are the flames you have 


kindled in my breaſt raiſed only to 


conſume me ?—and ſhall they reflect 
back no warmth on their ori iginal 
ſource? 


Let me but fre you!—let me 
but plead that paſſion, which, like 
your charms is unbounded. Only to 
ſee, to ſpeak to you is all I aſk !— 
Surely you ſometimes ſtroll in thoſe 
fields, behind the parſonage, which are 

ſheltered by thick and lofty trees from 
the rough winds of Heaven!—l will 
walk there in hope. It is unneceſſary 

- ſhould baniſh you from that lovely 


- . 


4 


Tpot, where I am affured you have 


— 
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will re- 


A - W—_— 


tire, if you command, i the moment 1 
have beheld you.—Oh, bleſs, ſo far as 


. 
— ; 1 a 
ya. look, your humble and ardent 
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LETTER LXXXIV. . 


THE REV. RIcHARD BENSON, 
. FO 


MISS WILLIAMS. 


$ y | K 


1 AM ſorry, dear Madam, to in- 

troduce myſelf to you by diſcloſing 
my perplexities, rather than in a. 
manner more confonant to my wiſhes. 
My uneaſineſs, however, admits not 
* I ſhould * inpaning to mn 
1 what 


WY rA roxs or vnnervitiey. 
gives * me ſerious difirels and ak 


5 „ 2 * A 
| _T wo | 


. 


The ſecond fon of the Marquis of 
Hereford, who is lately come into 
this country, makes ſo open and bold 
an attack on the heart of Miſs. Lucy 
Williams, that T am confounded at 


the advances the lady's growing par- 
dee gives me e little power to e 


i ſome time reſiſted and a | 
his attempts to viſit at my houſe, but 
yeſterday he defeated all my plans, 
aud 1 find T can no longer hold this 
Antrider' at bay.—My wife accom- 

pied Lucy, by my defire, in all her 
"wilths, but this did not prevent Mr. 
3 as Fanny 
has 


_ 


\EXRONS or SENSIBILITY, 147 55 


has not much reſolution, nor thinks 

with reluctanee of the chance of her 
ſiſter's being ſo well married, L 
found the young man had returned 
with them to the houſe. He ſcrupled 


not to make love, even in my pre- 


ſence, profeſling, that the difficulty he 
had found in forcing bis way into 
my Caſtle, as he diſdainfully ſtiled it, 
made it neceſſary he ſhould uſe the 
_ Preſent moment to the beſt advantage. 
— He hoped the ladies would be leſs 
eruel than myſelf, who had ſought to- 
exclude him from the only {pot in 
which he could know n. 


Lucy REID furpriſe, and. gta 
tified him by evidencing ſhe had no 
ſhare in thoſe refuſals of admittance 
* 838 * 
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af which he complained ;—and added, 

| ſhe did not apprehend. Mr. Benſon 
| would be -unwilling ſhe ſhould ſee ber 
friends, when they were kind enough 
to eee for her. e 


2 


Ty have written to Mr. 1 as 
IT wiſhed to aſcertain - his purpoſes, 
but he has not condeſcended to favor 
5 me with an anſwer; and though he 
| xepeats his viſits here, and even aſked 
Lucy to grant him a moment's au- 
dience, which he prolonged to an 
hour, he never ſo much as appeared 
conſcious of receivin g it. In ſhort, 
this young man's aſſurance quite 
overpowers me; and as I cannot bear 
to diſtreſs Miſs H. Williams, who 
. us * day after my Fanny 
; e. 


* 


＋ 
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pieſed me with her hand) R 
a moſt full and anxious heart, I am 

5 obliged to trouble you for 4 25 kind 

| advice, LD 


Miſs Charlotte entirely coincides. 
with Mr. Herbert's wiſhes, and even 
my dear wife does not ſee the affair 
quite with my eyes. You may de- 
5 pend on every poſſible care and at- 
tention in the power of your reſpectful 

_ friend and affect ionate ä 


RICHARD BENSON... 


END OF VOL, II. 


